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I ‘ Enriching the Lives of Disabled Adults

Written by Christy Collins

very person is a unique combination of mental, physical, and

emotional abilities that change over time. As we age, we may face
limitations, but we still can enjoy life. Likewise, individuals with in-
tellectual and developmental disabilities — whether occurring at birth
or following an injury — want and deserve to enjoy an abundant life”
This statement from their brochure is the driving force behind every
action of The Arc of Fort Bend County (FBC). Formerly known
as the ARC, The Arc of FBC seeks opportunities to maximize the
quality of life for those persons with mental retardation and other
developmental disabilities. It’s a noteworthy organization, and one
that deserves participation and attention from county residents.

The Arc was born out of a grassroots organization of parents dating
back to the 1960s. These parents had children with special needs, and
they were at a loss as to how to help them integrate into society. As
medical technology advances, children with special needs are living
longer, becoming adults, and outliving their parents. Consequently,
parents are concerned about how their children will care for them-
selves into adulthood. Caring for a child with special needs can be
extremely exhausting and isolating, and parents and caregivers alike
need a network of support. The bureaucratic cogs for governmen-

ARC volunteers help out . "
P tal resources are hard to navigate, and training and advocacy have

at an area fundraiser
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PROVIDING SPECIAL PROGRAMS

THE ARC IMPACT

MAKING A DIFFERENCE FOR LOCAL FAMILIES

Who Does the Arc Serve?

The Arc serves those who are injured and consequently have a
delay, those with fetal alcohol syndrome, those born with rare
chromosomal and genetic disabilities, and persons with autism.

D Three percent of the general population has mental retardation
- 14,795 persons in Fort Bend County
- 613,955 persons in Texas

D One out of 10 families is directly affected by mental retardation

D Ninety-nine percent of people with mental retardation live
in our communities with families, friends, or in community
living residences

D One in 150 children has autism

D Approximately 994 children in Ft. Bend County schools have
been diagnosed with autism

D Autism is 4 to 5 times more prevalent in males than females

Courtesy of arcoffortbend.org
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* Members of American Dental Association,
Texas Dental Association, & Greater Houston Dental Sociery
* In the same location for 20 years
* Visa, Master Card, American Express & Discover
* Up to 18 months interest free financing for those who qualify

281-400.3541 » www. [thenddental.com

3819 Hwy 6 South, Suite 230
Missouri City, TX 77459
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